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W
h

en
 I w

as in
 L

o
n

d
o

n
, o

n
e o

f th
e th

in
g

s th
e B

ish
o

p
 w

as fo
n

d
 o

f 

say
in

g
 w

as th
at th

e B
ib

le b
eg

in
s in

 a g
ard

en
, b

u
t it en

d
s in

 a city. 

I ap
p

lau
d

 th
e sen

tim
en

t, b
u

t o
f co

u
rse h

e isn
’t q

u
ite rig

h
t. A

s w
e 

saw
 a few

 w
eek

s ag
o

, w
h

en
 w

e lo
o

k
ed

 at th
e fi

rst ch
ap

ter o
f 

G
en

esis, rig
h

t at th
e b

eg
in

n
in

g
 o

f th
e B

ib
le, th

e B
ib

le d
o

esn
’t 

b
eg

in
 in

 a g
ard

en
. It b

eg
in

s w
ith

 G
o

d
, an

d
 ap

art fro
m

 G
o

d
, all 

th
at exists is a so

rt o
f w

atery
 n

o
th

in
g

n
ess: ‘th

e earth
 w

as 

fo
rm

less an
d

 em
p

ty, d
ark

n
ess w

as o
v

er th
e su

rface o
f th

e d
eep

, 

an
d

 th
e Sp

irit o
f G

o
d

 w
as h

o
v

erin
g

 o
v

er th
e w

aters.’

T
h

at said
, a g

ard
en

 d
o

es ap
p

ear in
 th

e fo
llo

w
in

g
 ch

ap
ter, w

h
ich

 

in
 th

e n
arrativ

e o
f G

en
esis fo

rm
s an

 altern
ativ

e creatio
n

 sto
ry

; 

an
d

 th
e B

ib
le d

o
es, in

d
eed

, en
d

 in
 a city. Jo

h
n

 is in
 p

riso
n

 o
n

 th
e 

islan
d

 o
f P

atm
o

s, an
d

 h
e exp

erien
ces v

isio
n

s o
f h

eav
en

 an
d

 

earth
, an

d
 o

f th
e n

ew
 h

eav
en

 an
d

 th
e n

ew
 earth

 – th
e n

ew
 

creatio
n

 G
o

d
 is b

rin
g

in
g

 ab
o

u
t th

ro
u

g
h

 Jesu
s C

h
rist. ‘I saw

 th
e 

H
o

ly
 C

ity, th
e n

ew
 Jeru

salem
’, h

e w
rites. W

h
atev

er else w
e can

 

say
 ab

o
u

t th
e etern

al d
estin

y
 o

f th
e w

o
rld

, w
e can

 say
 th

is: it is 

u
rb

an
.

A
n

d
 th

at m
ak

es co
m

p
lete sen

se. It is n
o

t trees an
d

 fl
o

w
ers o

r 

fi
eld

s an
d

 v
alley

s th
at are m

ad
e in

 th
e im

ag
e o

f G
o

d
. It is 

h
u

m
an

ity, m
ale an

d
 fem

ale. So
 w

h
ere d

o
 w

e see G
o

d
? N

o
t in

 th
e 

g
ard

en
 o

r in
 th

e ru
ral w

ild
ern

ess; n
o

t ev
en

 in
 th

e m
an

icu
red

 

co
u

n
try

sid
e o

f th
e g

en
tler p

arts o
f E

n
g

lan
d

; b
u

t in
 o

n
e an

o
th

er, 

in
 o

th
er h

u
m

an
 b

ein
g

s. I g
et rath

er tired
 o

f th
o

se p
o

sters w
ith

 

B
ib

le q
u

o
tatio

n
s o

n
 th

em
 alo

n
g

sid
e a so

o
th

in
g

 p
ictu

re o
f th

e 

L
ak

e D
istrict. W

h
y

 n
o

t p
u

t th
em

 o
n

 a p
ictu

re o
f K

in
g

’s C
ro

ss 

statio
n

 o
r a su

p
erm

ark
et o

n
 a Satu

rd
ay

 aftern
o

o
n

? Jo
h

n
’s v

isio
n

 

is n
o

t o
f th

e H
o

ly
 M

ead
o

w
. H

is v
isio

n
 is o

f th
e H

o
ly

 C
ity.

B
u

t w
h

at is esp
ecially

 in
terestin

g
 fo

r o
u

r p
u

rp
o

ses is th
at th

e 

H
o

ly
 C

ity
 is n

o
t a co

astal city. O
n

 F
rid

ay
 I w

as in
 N

ew
castle, an

d
 

w
e w

en
t to

 Ty
n

em
o

u
th

 to
 h

av
e fi

sh
 an

d
 ch

ip
s fo

r lu
n

ch
. If y

o
u

 

k
n

o
w

 th
e g

eo
g

rap
h

y
 o

f N
ew

castle, y
o

u
’ll k

n
o

w
 th

at th
e city

 

essen
tially

 exten
d

s to
 th

e east th
ro

u
g

h
 W

allsen
d

 an
d

 N
o

rth
 

Sh
ield

s all th
e w

ay
 to

 th
e co

ast. If y
o

u
’v

e b
een

 to
 B

rig
h

to
n

, y
o

u
’ll 

k
n

o
w

 th
at th

e city
 cen

tre sp
ills o

n
 to

 th
e p

eb
b

les o
f th

e b
each

. 

B
u

t th
e H

o
ly

 C
ity

 isn
’t a co

astal city. Jo
h

n
 tells u

s th
at ‘th

e fi
rst 

h
eav

en
 an

d
 th

e fi
rst earth

 h
ad

 p
assed

 aw
ay, an

d
 th

ere w
as n

o
 

lo
n

g
er an

y
 sea.’

A
s w

e h
av

e seen
 o

v
er th

e p
ast few

 w
eek

s, th
e sea is a p

lace o
f 

ch
ao

s in
 th

e B
ib

le. It is a p
lace G

o
d

 restrain
s, so

 th
at th

ere is a 

d
istin

ctio
n

 b
etw

een
 th

e sea an
d

 th
e d

ry
 lan

d
, an

d
 so

 th
ere is 

so
m

ew
h

ere fo
r u

s to
 liv

e. T
h

e sea teem
s w

ith
 life, b

u
t it is also

 

th
e m

ean
s o

f G
o

d
’s ju

d
g

em
en

t w
h

en
 th

e b
arriers are tak

en
 aw

ay
 

an
d

 th
e w

h
o

le creatio
n

 is fl
o

o
d

ed
. G

o
d

’s p
ro

m
ise, sig

n
ifi

ed
 b

y
 

th
e rain

b
o

w
, w

as n
ev

er to
 fl

o
o

d
 th

e w
o

rld
 ag

ain
. T

h
e fi

n
al 

fu
lfi

lm
en

t o
f th

at p
ro

m
ise is seen

 h
ere in

 R
ev

elatio
n

 21, as th
e sea 

is n
o

 m
o

re. T
h

e p
lace o

f ch
ao

s an
d

 ju
d

g
em

en
t h

as b
een

 

erad
icated

, an
d

 G
o

d
’s d

w
ellin

g
-p

lace is am
o

n
g

 th
e p

eo
p

le. T
h

e 

o
ld

 o
rd

er o
f th

in
g

s h
as p

assed
 aw

ay.

T
h

ere is n
o

 sea. B
u

t th
ere is w

ater. T
h

e H
o

ly
 C

ity
 is a p

lace o
f 

refresh
m

en
t. T

h
e risen

 C
h

rist say
s, ‘To

 th
e th

irsty
 I w

ill g
iv

e 



w
ater w

ith
o

u
t co

st fro
m

 th
e sp

rin
g

 o
f th

e w
ater o

f life.’ Y
o

u
 

k
n

o
w

 w
h

at it feels lik
e. It’s a h

o
t d

ay, an
d

 y
o

u
’v

e b
een

 w
alk

in
g

 

fo
r ag

es carry
in

g
 b

ag
s o

f sh
o

p
p

in
g

. Y
o

u
 g

et in
 th

e car an
d

 y
o

u
 

ro
ll d

o
w

n
 th

e w
in

d
o

w
s b

u
t it d

o
esn

’t m
ak

e m
u

ch
 d

ifferen
ce, 

b
ecau

se th
e air is w

arm
 an

d
 th

ere is n
o

 w
in

d
. B

u
t w

h
en

 y
o

u
 g

et 

h
o

m
e an

d
 ru

n
 th

e tap
 an

d
 h

av
e a g

lass o
f co

ld
 w

ater, th
e 

refresh
m

en
t it g

iv
es is life-g

iv
in

g
. T

h
e n

ew
 creatio

n
 is lik

e th
at 

co
ld

 w
ater. It is th

e w
ater o

f w
h

ich
 Jesu

s sp
eak

s w
h

en
 h

e 

ad
d

resses th
e Sam

aritan
 w

o
m

an
 at th

e w
ell: ‘W

h
o

ev
er d

rin
k

s th
e 

w
ater I g

iv
e th

em
 w

ill n
ev

er th
irst. In

d
eed

, th
e w

ater I g
iv

e th
em

 

w
ill b

eco
m

e in
 th

em
 a sp

rin
g

 o
f w

ater w
ellin

g
 u

p
 to

 etern
al life.’ 

I w
o

n
d

er w
h

o
 n

eed
s to

 d
rin

k
 th

at w
ater th

is m
o

rn
in

g
? T

h
ere are 

so
 m

an
y

 d
ry

 w
ells in

 th
e w

o
rld

, p
ro

m
ises o

f refresh
m

en
t an

d
 life 

th
at in

 th
e en

d
 fail to

 satisfy. A
s Sam

u
el R

u
th

erfo
rd

, th
e Sco

ttish
 

P
u

ritan
, said

: ‘D
ry

 w
ells sen

d
 u

s to
 th

e fo
u

n
tain

.’

T
h

ere is n
o

 sea in
 th

e H
o

ly
 C

ity. B
u

t th
ere is a sp

rin
g

, a fo
u

n
tain

. 

A
n

d
 th

ere is also
 a riv

er – n
o

t in
 th

e ch
ap

ter w
e read

 th
is 

m
o

rn
in

g
, b

u
t in

 th
e ch

ap
ter w

h
ich

 fo
llo

w
s, th

e v
ery

 last ch
ap

ter 

o
f th

e B
ib

le. ‘T
h

en
 th

e an
g

el sh
o

w
ed

 m
e th

e riv
er o

f th
e w

ater o
f 

life, as clear as cry
stal, fl

o
w

in
g

 fro
m

 th
e th

ro
n

e o
f G

o
d

 an
d

 o
f th

e 

L
am

b
 d

o
w

n
 th

e m
id

d
le o

f th
e g

reat street o
f th

e city. O
n

 each
 

sid
e o

f th
e riv

er sto
o

d
 th

e tree o
f life, b

earin
g

 tw
elv

e cro
p

s o
f 

fru
it, y

ield
in

g
 its fru

it ev
ery

 m
o

n
th

. A
n

d
 th

e leav
es o

f th
e tree are 

fo
r th

e h
ealin

g
 o

f th
e n

atio
n

s.’

T
h

e H
o

ly
 C

ity
 h

as a tree-lin
ed

 av
en

u
e w

ith
 a riv

er ru
n

n
in

g
 d

o
w

n
 

th
e m

id
d

le. T
h

e im
ag

e is n
o

t o
f m

an
y

 trees b
u

t o
f o

f o
n

e 

en
o

rm
o

u
s life-g

iv
in

g
 tree – th

e tree o
f life, th

e leav
es o

f w
h

ich
 

b
rin

g
 h

ealin
g

 an
d

 w
h

o
len

ess to
 a w

o
rld

 o
f p

ain
. In

 th
e g

ard
en

 at 

th
e b

eg
in

n
in

g
 o

f th
e B

ib
le, in

 th
e seco

n
d

 ch
ap

ter o
f G

en
esis, 

th
ere are tw

o
 trees. T

h
ere is th

e tree o
f life, an

d
 th

ere is th
e tree o

f 

th
e k

n
o

w
led

g
e o

f g
o

o
d

 an
d

 ev
il. G

o
d

’s co
m

m
an

d
 w

as n
o

t to
 eat 

fro
m

 th
e tree o

f th
e k

n
o

w
led

g
e o

f g
o

o
d

 an
d

 ev
il: ‘w

h
en

 y
o

u
 eat 

fro
m

 it y
o

u
 w

ill certain
ly

 d
ie.’ T

h
e w

o
m

an
 an

d
 h

er h
u

sb
an

d
 d

id
 

eat fro
m

 it, an
d

 sh
am

e en
tered

 th
e w

o
rld

 fo
r th

e fi
rst tim

e. B
u

t in
 

th
e H

o
ly

 C
ity, it seem

s th
ere is o

n
ly

 o
n

e tree – a tree w
h

ich
 

b
rin

g
s n

o
t d

eath
, b

u
t life fo

r th
e w

h
o

le w
o

rld
.

T
h

ro
u

g
h

 th
e life, d

eath
 an

d
 resu

rrectio
n

 o
f Jesu

s C
h

rist, G
o

d
 is 

b
rin

g
in

g
 ab

o
u

t a n
ew

 creatio
n

. T
h

e H
o

ly
 C

ity
 w

ill co
m

e d
o

w
n

 

o
u

t o
f h

eav
en

 fro
m

 G
o

d
. E

v
ery

th
in

g
 th

at sp
o

ils th
e w

o
rld

 w
ill b

e 

exclu
d

ed
 fro

m
 th

e H
o

ly
 C

ity. T
h

e ch
ao

s o
f th

e sea w
ill b

e n
o

 

m
o

re. T
h

ere w
ill b

e n
o

 p
lace fo

r ‘th
e co

w
ard

ly, th
e u

n
b

eliev
in

g
, 

th
e v

ile, th
e m

u
rd

erers, th
e sexu

ally
 im

m
o

ral, th
o

se w
h

o
 p

ractise 

m
ag

ic arts, th
e id

o
laters an

d
…

liars’ – b
ecau

se th
is H

o
ly

 C
ity

 w
ill 

b
e a p

lace o
f co

u
rag

e an
d

 tru
th

 an
d

 life. T
h

ere w
ill b

e a sp
rin

g
, a 

fo
u

n
tain

, fo
r refresh

m
en

t. T
h

ere w
ill b

e a riv
er to

 w
ater th

e tree 

w
h

ich
 b

rin
g

s h
ealin

g
. A

n
d

 m
o

st o
f all th

ere w
ill b

e p
eo

p
le: 

‘G
o

d
’s d

w
ellin

g
-p

lace is n
o

w
 am

o
n

g
 th

e p
eo

p
le, an

d
 h

e w
ill 

d
w

ell w
ith

 th
em

. T
h

ey
 w

ill b
e h

is p
eo

p
le, an

d
 G

o
d

 h
im

self w
ill 

b
e w

ith
 th

em
 an

d
 b

e th
eir G

o
d

.’ T
h

e g
reat p

ro
m

ise o
f th

e n
ew

 

creatio
n

 is n
o

t th
at it w

ill b
e a p

lace o
f en

tertain
m

en
t o

r jo
llity. It 

is n
o

t ev
en

 th
at it w

ill b
e a p

lace o
f refresh

m
en

t an
d

 life, th
o

u
g

h
 

it certain
ly

 w
ill b

e th
at. T

h
e g

reat p
ro

m
ise o

f th
e n

ew
 creatio

n
 is 

th
at G

o
d

 w
ill b

e th
ere.

D
o

es th
at th

o
u

g
h

t fi
ll y

o
u

 w
ith

 jo
y

? T
h

e o
ld

 Sh
o

rter C
atech

ism
 o

f 

th
e W

estm
in

ster A
ssem

b
ly

 b
eg

in
s w

ith
 th

e q
u

estio
n

 ‘W
h

at is th
e 

ch
ief en

d
 o

f m
an

?’ T
h

e an
sw

er is, ‘M
an

’s ch
ief en

d
 is to

 g
lo

rify
 



G
o

d
, an

d
 to

 en
jo

y
 h

im
 fo

r ev
er.’ T

h
e p

u
rp

o
se o

f th
e w

o
rld

 is n
o

t 

to
 ad

v
an

ce th
e cau

se o
f h

u
m

an
ity, b

u
t to

 g
lo

rify
 G

o
d

. T
h

e 

p
ro

m
ise o

f th
e n

ew
 creatio

n
 is th

at it w
ill b

e a p
lace w

h
ere G

o
d

 is 

en
jo

y
ed

 fo
r ev

er. If th
at th

o
u

g
h

t d
o

es n
o

t th
rill y

o
u

, I p
lead

 w
ith

 

y
o

u
 to

 rep
en

t o
f y

o
u

r sin
s an

d
 b

eliev
e in

 th
e g

o
sp

el; to
 tu

rn
 aw

ay
 

fro
m

 ev
ery

th
in

g
 th

at sp
o

ils th
e w

o
rld

 an
d

 to
 p

u
t y

o
u

r tru
st in

 

th
e g

o
o

d
 n

ew
s o

f G
o

d
’s u

n
co

n
d

itio
n

al lo
v

e in
 th

e life, d
eath

 an
d

 

resu
rrectio

n
 o

f Jesu
s C

h
rist.

T
h

e B
ib

le b
eg

in
s w

ith
 G

o
d

 an
d

 w
atery

 n
o

th
in

g
n

ess. It en
d

s w
ith

 

G
o

d
 an

d
 h

is p
eo

p
le in

 th
e H

o
ly

 C
ity. T

h
ere is n

o
 m

o
re sea, b

u
t 

th
ere is w

ater – k
ep

t in
 its p

lace, b
rin

g
in

g
 refresh

m
en

t an
d

 

h
ealin

g
. A

n
d

 w
e sh

all en
jo

y
 G

o
d

 fo
r ev

er.


